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Definition
Civil rights refers to vital components of democracy.
Civil rights guarantees of equal social opportunities as well as protection under the law despite of their religion, political affiliation, race, or other characteristics. 

Civil rights must be given and guaranteed by the power of the state.
Civil rights emerge so that they can call for the equal application of the laws without anyone getting discriminated. 
Civil rights are usually secured via positive government action. 
Civil Rights Movement in America
It has its origin in the fight to end discrimination against African Americans.
After slavery was long abolished, most of the Southern states continued to expose African Americans to systematic disenfranchised.
They were also being excluded from public life.
This made the African American to become perpetual second-class citizens.
Marginalization of African Americans often took extremely violent form which resulted in triggering social movement.

